Northwest Weed Management Partnership
Q & A Sheet

What is the Northwest Weed Management Partnership?

The Northwest Weed Management Partnership (NWMP) is a voluntary network of public and private interests in Northwestern Oregon and Southwestern Washington that are concerned with the management of invasive weeds.  The NWMP seeks to prevent the introduction and control the spread of the most harmful invasive plant species by facilitating cooperative management amongst willing land managers.  The Northwest Weed Management Partnership is a non-governmental, non-regulatory organization.
Who is the Partnership?

NWMP is a regional group in which over 100 organizations participate.  This includes county public works departments, state agencies, SWCDs, watershed councils, federal agencies, and non-profits.  At the local level, the Partnership supports six Cooperative Weed Management Areas that implement locally driven on-the-ground activities.  The NWMP has a full time Coordinator who supports regional and local activities of the Partnership.  This contract position is funded by grants and awards from various sources. 
What is a Cooperative Weed Management Area?
A Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) is a local group of people and organizations representing a diversity of stakeholders who share a geographic area, and thus have similar weed problems.  CWMAs can cover geographic locations ranging from part of a county to three to four counties.  Because they do not have statutory authority, they are very flexible in terms of area covered, membership, and mode of functioning.  Members of a CWMA jointly prioritize weed management efforts and then work together on implementation of their plans.  They often conduct public education about weeds, weed mapping and planning, and weed control projects.  Participation of all members is voluntary.
Why do we need a coordinated effort to address invasive weed issues?

· Better invasive weed control:  Landscape level management and sharing of best management practices typically lead to more effective control plans and better implementation.  
· More funding for weed control activities:  Proposals submitted by members of CWMAs are more competitive because they are partnership-based and because some funds are only available to CWMAs.
· Greater efficiency in use of funds and staff: Coordination helps distribute research and educational materials created by one organization to all the others; thus, duplication of effort is reduced and funds and staff can be redirected toward other weed management priorities.
· Early Detection, Rapid Response: Communication between agencies allows organizations to be aware of, identify, and control new invaders. This is the most cost effective way to control invasive weeds.
Who can belong, and what does it cost to join?

Any individual or organization that is concerned with the spread of invasive weeds can join. It costs nothing to join, there is no obligation, and those who wish to leave the NWMP need only submit a letter asking to be taken off the membership list.
What are the advantages of belonging to the Northwest Weed Management Partnership?

In addition to the advantages noted above, the NWMP provides its members with great networking and non-formal learning opportunities. There is also wide-spread sharing of expertise and effective weed management strategies at meetings and during field trips, notices of employment opportunities, free handouts/posters, and a list-serve in which you can post those hard to answer weed management questions!
For more information, please contact:
Vern Holm, Partnership Coordinator; Phone: (971) 241-2173; E-mail: NOIWMP@onlinemac.com
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