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DESCRIPTION

Perennial; flowers May-July. Grows 10-15 ft tall.
Stalk and flower head develop after 2-4 years,
then plant dies back. Stalks stout (2 to 4 inches
in diameter), hollow, have reddish-purple
blotches and pustules with a single erect hair in
the center. Flower head is a large umbrella-like
inflorescence up to 2 1/2 feet in diameter.
Leaves 3 to 5 feet wide, compound and deeply
incised. This plant closely resembles native cow
parsnip which rarely exceeds 6 feet with a
flower head 8-12 inches wide.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

-Massively tall plant (15-20 ft).

-Large umbrella shaped flowers.

-Hollow stalks with red-purple blotches that
have a single erect hair in the center.
-large (2.5-3ft wide) deeply incised leaves
-short (.25 mm) hairs under leaf

WHEN TO FIND HOGWEED
Look for flowers in May through July.

WHERE TO FIND HOGWEED

Look for giant hogweed in unmaintained
urban areas, vacant lots, and areas near
know establishments. It is also found along
roadsides, streams, rivers, and riparian
areas.

WHAT TO DO

Dig up isolated plants and return the
following year to check for new seedling or
resprouted plants. Be sure to use gloves
as this plant is highly toxic. =~ Herbicides
can also be effective. Consult the Pacific
Northwest Weed Management Handbook
for specific herbicide recommendations.

CAUTION! Giant Hogweed sap causes
photo-dermatitis.

Giant Hog Weed

Heracleum mantegazzianum

A member of the carrot and parsley family, giant
hogweed closely resembles the native cow parsnip, but is
most distinguishable by its massive size (growing 15 to
20-feet tall).

It was originally introduced from Asia as an ornamental,
and has since escaped from gardens and established in
natural areas where it poses an environmental and public
health hazard.

Once established, it crowds out other native plant species
and increases soil erosion along stream banks. Abundant
seed production, a persistent root stalk, and vegetative
reproduction from perennating buds (buds that form at
ground level) are cited as reasons for its capability to
colonize rapidly and expand populations.

A public health hazard, hogweed's clear, watery sap has
toxins that cause photo-dermatitis. Skin contact followed
by exposure to sunlight produces painful, burning blisters
that may develop into purplish or blackened scars. In the
event of contact with the sap of this plant, the skin should
be covered to reduce the exposure to sunlight and
washed immediately with soap and water.

REFERENCE

King County Noxious Weed Control program information
on Giant Hog [Electronic Resource] Available
athttp://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/lands/weeds/hogweed.htm.
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